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High Risk Traffic Stop 
 

Purpose: To encourage criminal justice students to improve their ability to conduct a professional felony 
traffic stop, recognize officer safety skills, proper handling of dangerous individuals, and to promote good 
teamwork. 
 
Description of Event: Contest begins after students (patrol officers) are notified of a suspect vehicle 
description for a felony offense. The students (patrol officers) will respond with radio transmission to 
dispatch on ID of the suspect's vehicle, give appropriate information to the dispatch center, exit their police 
vehicle, remove suspect(s) from the vehicle, detain, handcuff and verbally explain the appropriate way to 
search the suspects (physical search will not take place).   Students (patrol officers) will then conduct an 
approach to the vehicle and check for and remove additional suspects (if necessary) from the vehicle. The 
contest will end when the officers have secured the vehicle, and notified dispatch to clear the air. 
Information is derived from the FDLE Basic Recruit Training Manual for Law Enforcement. 
 
Participation Limit: 2 Teams of 2 students per team at regionals 

 2 Teams of 2 students per team at states 
 
Dress Code:  Appropriate dress to include; business attire, chapter uniform or other attire appropriate for the 
competition, or as directed by your chapter advisor. 
 
Rules: 

1.​ To be eligible for the competition a student must be enrolled in a secondary public service education 
program or be a program completer as recognized by Florida Department of Education.   

2.​ Students will be judged on proper radio procedures, officer safety, weapons handling, methods of 
search & arrest, teamwork, professional appearance & demeanor, and handling of the police contact 
by use of proper police procedures.  Students will verbally demonstrate to the judge(s) how they 
would methodically search the suspect(s).  The only time a student will have physical contact with the 
suspect(s) is during handcuffing techniques. 

3.​ Each student will demonstrate properly accepted methods used in making a felony stop/arrest and safe 
handling of weapons as practiced by law enforcement agencies. 

4.​ The judges will have the final decision on tie breakers based on the individual’s overall performance. 
5.​ Competitive Dishonesty: Discussing any part of the event with school competitors from the same 

school district which may give a competitive edge to the other team will render both parties 
disqualified for all events entered. 

6.​ Students must complete the traffic stop within 10 minutes 
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Required Personnel: 

1.​ Judge(s)  
2.​ Vehicle Occupant(s) 
3.​ Courtesy Corp member (2+) 

 
Facilities and Equipment:  

1.​ Secure area for competition 
2.​ Suspect vehicle 
3.​ Police vehicle (marked or unmarked) w/PA system 
4.​ Police officer weapons w/belts, holsters and handcuffs (w/keys) (Provided by Students) 
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High Risk Traffic Stop 
Scoring Guidelines 

 
School Name  Final Score  

Team Number  Team Names ________________________________

Judge’s Name  Judge’s Signature  

Judge’s Name  Judge’s Signature  
 

Points Values 

Excellent =16-20 Superior =11-15 Good =6-10 Poor = 0-5 
 
Felony Traffic Stop Procedures Scored 

 Skill  Score 

1 Radio Procedures (notification of high risk stops location / Request for assistance)  

2 Initiates use of emergency equipment (overhead lights/siren)  

3 Officer equipment (professional appearance / proper weapons)  

4 Officer weapon procedures (officer safety / handling / officer positioning)  

5 Officer commands to suspects (confident, clear, understandable, effective 
commands, in proper sequence  

6 Removal of suspect from vehicle (proper steps taken to move suspect from suspect 
vehicle to the police vehicle)  

7 Approach to suspect (approach from police vehicle to suspect and cover by backup 
officer)  

8 Handcuffing techniques (proper restraint of suspect by officer)  

9 Searching of suspect – verbal only (proper search for weapons of suspect by officer)  
 
10 

 
Approach / Clearance of Vehicle / Termination of the Event (Clears Air)  

  
 
 

Total points 
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Judge’s Winner Sheet 
 

1st Place School  

Team  

  

2nd Place School  

Team  

  

3rd Place School  

Team  

  

4th Place School  

Team  

  

5th Place School  

Team  
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