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Firefighting Skills  

Purpose: To ensure firefighters have knowledge on the topic of ropes, knots, tools, and fire hose 
including the use, types, maintenance, and care. Included skills are required by the State of 
Florida FFI curriculum through practical performance of the firefighting taskbook.  
Description of Event: Each candidate will perform various firefighting skills for time 
Limit: 6 per fire chapter at regionals 
            6 per fire chapter at SLC 
Dress Code: Appropriate dress to include: Minimum attire- Bunker boots, Bunker pants, 
structural firefighting gloves, helmet with shield down if equipped.  
Rules:  
 

1.​ Choose the skill to be performed. 

2.​ Correctly perform the skill in the fastest time. 

3.​ Earn time deduction bonus (in seconds) for verbalizing required checks. 

4.​ Lowest aggregate time score (in seconds) wins. 

5.​ Failure to perform or improperly performed skills will result in maximum time 

limit penalty. 

 

Procedure:  
 
All Skills for each category will be written on 3x5 index cards and placed face down on a table. 
Each competitor will choose a skill from each category and be given time to perform the task.  
Time will start for the chosen skill when the competitor touches the first object to be performed 
and stops when the competitor presents the task to the judge.  This will be repeated for each skill 
category. The competitor will re-set the equipment/rope after performing the task.  
 
 
Scoring:  
 
Use the following score sheet to document equipment and time, including time deduction 
bonuses to determine total aggregate score and the winner. Any tie breaker will be re-doing the 
straight roll event again. 
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Firefighting Skills  
Scoring guidelines 

 
Student Name______________________ School Name _____________________ 
 
Judge’s Name ____________________________________ 
 
 
Mark (one) Skill and Time Performed in each Category: 
 
Free hand knots​ ​          ​   ​ ​ ​ ​  
 

​Bowline knot around an object​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
​ Figure eight on a bight ​ ​ ​ ​  
​ Figure eight follow-through around an object 
​Overhand and figure 8 stoppers  (Must perform BOTH in time frame) 

 
Time: ________________​ ​ Wrong knot or unable to perform penalty (add:2 minutes) 
 
Tying tool or hose for Hoisting  (Time stops when candidate demonstrates lift) 
 

​Uncharged Hose Line with nozzle 
​Halligan 
​Axe 
​Ladder (or ladder segment) 

 
Time: ________________​ ​ Wrong or unable to perform penalty (add 2 minutes) 
 
Hose rolls 
 

​ Straight Roll (2.5”) 
​Donut roll (2.5”) 
​Twin Donut Roll (2.5”) 
​Out-of-Service Roll (1.5”) 

 
Time: ________________​ ​ Wrong or unable to perform penalty (add 2 minutes) 
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1.​ Free Hand Knot Deduction Bonus (2 second deduction bonus for each check mark)- 
​ Physically Inspected rope for damage 
​Verbalized rope is free of damage 
​Tied the correct knot 
​Tied appropriate safety 
​Dressed knot/hitch neatly 

 
Free Hand Knot time:__________Minus time deductions: ________Total: ___________ 
 
 

2.​ Tool for Hoisting- (2 second time deduction bonus for each check mark)- 
​ Inspect and verbalized rope for damage 
​ Inspect and verbalized tool for damage 
​Chose the correct tool 
​Tied the correct knot 
​Completed knot with a safety if appropriate 
​Tied appropriate tag line if appropriate 

 

Hoisting time: ___________Minus time deductions: _______  Total: ____________ 

 
3.​ Hose Roll- (2 second deduction bonus for each check mark) 

 
​Checked and verbalized hose for damage 
​Checked and verbalize checking gasket is present, swivel operational 
​Hose rolled neatly and compact 
​Rolled the correct hose roll  

 

Hose Roll time: _________Minus time deduction:____________Total: ___________ 

 
 

FINAL AGGREGATE SCORE: (add all times together for lowest time): _________ 
 
 
Name: ___________________________________ School: _______________________ 
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Firefighting Skills 
Judge’s Winner Sheet 

 

1st Place School  

Student  

  

2nd Place School  

Student  

  

3rd Place School  

Student  

  

4th Place School  

Student  

  

5th Place School  

Student  
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